August 26, 2005

David Reiger

Thank you for submitting the description of the Royal Tern you found October 11, 2003 at
Presque Isle State Park. The report was voted 4-2 as Class IV-A: A record for which there
exists a majority of evidence in support of the observer’s identification; the record is
probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt.

Royal Tern is a southern coastal species with little tendency to stray very far from
saltwater habitats. For one to make it to Presque Isle State park would be amazing even if
assisted by Hurricane Isabel. Without a detailed description of the wings of the bird in
flight it is hard to rule out the much more likely Caspian Tern. The amount of black and
white on the head and the bill color are both variable characters, and there is more
variation in terns than is depicted in most guides. Further Royal Tern is a fairly slender
bird, with most of the length of a sitting bird being wings. A Caspian Tern is much
bulkier. Both Royal and Caspian are longer than Ring-billed Gull, but Royal is smaller in
terms of mass, while Caspian is larger (weights from Sibley Guide). So the description of
the bird as same size as Ring-billed Gull suggests Caspian more than Royal which should
appear shorter, but longer and less bulky compared to Ring-bill.

Thanks again for sending in the description.

Sincerely

Matt Sharp
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee.
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Record No: 364-01-2003
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Royal Tem (Stema maxima)

Datc of Sighting: 11 October 2003 to 11 October 2003
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